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STATE OF MICHIGAN 
IN THE CIRCUIT COURT FOR THE COUNTY OF MASON 

 
    
JOS. SANDERS, INC, d/b/a Sanders Meats,  Case No. 2020 - 347 -CB  
a Michigan corporation,    Hon. Susan Kasley Sniegowski 
 

Plaintiff/Counter-Defendant,      
 
v.         
  
ALEC SANDERS, an individual, 
COREY SANDERS, an individual,  
jointly and severally,     

 
Defendants/Counter-Plaintiffs, 
 

and 
 
ALEC SANDERS, an individual, 
COREY SANDERS, an individual,     
 

Third Party Plaintiffs, 
 

v.  
 
DEREK SANDERS, an individual 
CARLTON SANDERS, an individual, and 
DAVID SANDERS, an individual, 
 
 Third Party Defendants. 

 
ROSSMAN P.C. 
Mark C. Rossman (P63034) 
Elyse E. Palombit (P82066) 
Taras Garapiak (P84630) 
2145 Crooks Road, Suite 220 
Troy, Michigan 48084 
Telephone: 248.385.5481 
Facsimile: 248.480.4936 
mark@rossmanpc.com 
elyse@rossmanpc.com 
taras@rossmanpc.com 
Attorneys for Plaintiff/Counter- 
Defendant/Third Party Defendants 

CARLOS ALVARADO LAW PC 
Carlos Alvarado-Jorquera (P68004) 
Jason Gerber (P83159) 
202 S. Harrison Street 
Ludington, Michigan 49431 
Telephone: (231) 425-4444 
Attorneys for Defendants/Counter-
Plaintiffs/Third Party Plaintiffs 

 

 

[PROPOSED] TEMPORARY 
RESTRAINING ORDER, 

SHOW-CAUSE ORDER, AND 
HEARING ON PRELIMINARY 

INJUNCTION 



[PROPOSED] ORDER GRANTING  
PLAINTIFF’S MOTION FOR A TEMPORARY RESTRAINING ORDER,  

SHOW-CAUSE ORDER, AND HEARING ON PRELIMINARY INJUNCTION 
 

At a session of said Court held in the City of Ludington,  
County of Mason, State of Michigan 

On:  ______________ 
 

PRESENT: ______________________________ 
      Hon. Circuit Court Judge 

 
This matter having come before the Court upon Plaintiff’s Motion for a Temporary 

Restraining Order, Show-Cause Order, and Hearing on Preliminary Injunction (“Plaintiff’s 

Motion”); 

Having reviewed Plaintiff’s Motion and Brief in Support, along with the Affidavits 

in support and exhibits attached thereto, and it appearing therefrom to this Court that this 

is a proper instance for the issuance of a Temporary Restraining Order, that irreparable 

injury would result to Plaintiff before the matter could be heard on motion and good cause 

appearing therefor: 

IT IS HEREBY ORDERED that a Temporary Restraining Order against 

Defendants be and hereby is issued, and pursuant thereto it is further ORDERED: 

1. That Defendants, and their agents and representatives, and each of them, and all 

corporations, unincorporated associations and natural persons acting in concert 

with Defendants, are restrained and enjoined from doing, threatening, or attempting 

to do, either directly or indirectly, any of the following acts:  

a. Using or disclosing any trade secrets, confidential information, or 

proprietary information of Plaintiff; 

b. Doing business under the name “Sanders Meat Company”, or any 

other name confusingly-similar to “Sanders Meat(s)”; 



c. Using, in any manner, the term “Sanders” or “Sanders Meat(s)” 

and/or any confusingly-similar designation alone or in combination 

with other words or designs as a trademark, trade name component, 

or otherwise, to market, advertise, or identify any product and/or 

service not produced, offered, or authorized by Plaintiff; 

d. Otherwise infringing upon Plaintiff’s valid trademarks, or unfairly 

competing with Plaintiff in any manner whatsoever; 

 
2. Each of the Defendants is hereby affirmatively ordered to deliver to Plaintiff (either 

through Plaintiff’s counsel at the address provided above, or at its office located at 

237 Custer Road, Custer, Michigan) within 72 hours of entry of this Order, all 

Plaintiff’s confidential and proprietary information, included but not limited to 

Plaintiff’s recipes, whether in written form or electronically stored. Defendants 

shall not modify, alter, or destroy any information, in any format, containing 

Plaintiff’s confidential information. 

3. Defendants agree to the transfer of the Company’s Facebook Page (with the URL 

address: https://www.facebook.com/sandersmeats1925) and agree to provide 

reasonable assistance in effectuating such transfer of ownership from Defendant 

Alec Sanders to Carlton Sanders, David Sanders, Derek Sanders, or any other 

individual or entity designated by Plaintiff. 

IT IS FURTHER ORDERED that Defendants shall appear before the Court on 

_____________________, 2021, at _____________ a.m. / p.m. to show cause why a 

preliminary injunction should not be issued against them, to remain in effect during the 



pendency of this action according to the terms and conditions requested by Plaintiff, and 

that this Order will remain in force until that time or such time when the hearing occurs. 

SO ORDERED. 

This is not a final order and does not close the case. 

 

       ______________________________ 
                   CIRCUIT COURT JUDGE 
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AFFIDAVIT OF DAVID SANDERS 
 

STATE OF MICHIGAN    ) 
                                         ) ss 
COUNTY OF MASON     ) 
 

That I, David Sanders (“Affiant”), hereby swear and attest to the following: 

1. That since February 1983, I have been a shareholder of the Plaintiff, Jos. 

Sanders, Inc. (“the Company”), which is a corporation duly organized under the laws of 

Michigan, and pursuant to the Michigan Business Corporations Act. Additionally, I serve 

as the President on the Company’s Board of Directors and have been on the Board since 

March 1983. 

2. I am submitting this affidavit in support of Plaintiff’s First Amended Complaint 

and Plaintiff’s Motion for a Temporary Restraining Order, Show-Cause Order, and 

Preliminary Injunction.  

3. I am personally familiar with the facts and circumstances alleged in Plaintiff’s 

First Amended Complaint. 

4. Alec Sanders became a shareholder of the Company and was put on the 

Company’s Board of Directors in January 2012. Once Alec became a shareholder and began 

serving on the Company’s Board, the Board members and their respective roles consisted 

of: myself (President), Derek Sanders (Treasurer), Carlton Sanders (Secretary and second 

Vice President); and Alec Sanders (First Vice President), all of whom held and hold certain 

fiduciary duties to the Company. 

5. Corey Sanders became an employee of the Company and commenced his 

employment on or about January 2, 2014. Corey has never been a shareholder of the 

Company, nor has he ever served on the Company’s Board of Directors. 
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6. Alec Sanders’ responsibilities at the Company included, among other things, 

maintaining the Company’s financial and tax documents, Company advertising. 

Throughout his time as an employee and shareholder of the Company, Alec Sanders 

acquired intimate knowledge concerning the Company’s recipes for its various meat 

products, and other confidential information regarding the Company’s operations. 

7. As an employee of the Company, Corey Sanders’ responsibilities included, 

primarily, procurement and purchasing duties, as well as some degree of sales 

responsibility. Throughout his employment with the Company, Corey Sanders acquired 

intimate knowledge concerning the Company’s recipes for its various meat products, and 

other confidential information regarding the Company’s operations. 

8. The Company has been engaged in the business of meat distribution, butchering, 

and processing for several decades, and was named after its founder, Joseph Sanders.  

9. For as long as I can remember, the Company has used the name “Sanders” and 

“Sanders Meats” in commerce. The association with the Company and the name “Sanders 

Meats” is pervasive and well known throughout the community. 

10. In addition to its signs, packaging, and apparel bearing the name, the Company 

operates its website, as well as its Facebook account, under the name “Sanders Meats.” The 

Company’s Facebook page is managed by Defendant Alec Sanders. 

11. Prior to their respective resignations, Alec Sanders and Corey Sanders 

continuously represented the Company as “Sanders Meats.” 

12. In October 2017, the Company registered its trademark for “Sanders” with the 

U.S. Patent and Trademark Office. 
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13. The Company’s revenue is generated through, in addition to its butchering and 

processing services, sales of its various meat products – both through direct-to-consumer 

purchases, and wholesale buyers.   

14. The recipes for the Company’s meat products were developed by its founder, 

and/or its members or employees on behalf of the Company. Throughout the years, the 

Company continued to revise and improve upon these signature recipes, and continued to 

develop additional recipes, allowing it to expand its product line to include many additional 

meat products and goods to be sold. 

15. I have first-hand knowledge and experience with the development of several of 

the Company’s recipes. Development of any given recipe generally would take weeks of 

trial-and-error testing to develop the right recipe. In addition to the time commitment 

required for recipe development, the testing phase required a lot of effort and resources 

spent in continuously preparing test batches.  

16. The Company, being a meat processing facility, is subject to regular, continuous 

inspections by the U.S. Department of Agriculture (“USDA”). The Food Safety and 

Inspection Service (FSIS) arm of the USDA regularly conducts inspections at the 

Company’s premises.  

17. During an inspection, certain Company information – such as the formula or 

recipes for the Company’s products, must be provided to USDA inspectors upon request. 

18. The Company’s products are unique and have advantages over competitor’s 

products and are considered proprietary and confidential. Due to the proprietary nature of 

the recipes, and the time and effort that went into generating each, it has been expressly 
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and/or impliedly understood by the Sanders family – including Alec and Corey - that such 

recipes would be kept strictly confidential. 

19.  For years, the Company has kept its recipes in a secure location, in a file cabinet 

located in the sales office of the Company building, which has restricted access. The 

building was locked outside of business hours. The only individuals that had keys to the 

building were: me, Derek Sanders, Carlton Sanders, Alec Sanders, and Corey Sanders. 

20. In order to provide USDA inspectors with the recipes upon request, the 

Company kept the recipes in hardcopy format, in a file cabinet within the sales office. 

21. The recipes contained therein included approximately 100 recipes, including the 

Company’s various jerky recipes, as well as recipes for other meat products, such as the 

Sanders Original Hams that it is well and widely known for. 

22. Up until Alec and Corey Sanders’ respective resignation with the Company, 

access to the file cabinet in which recipes were stored, located within the sales office, has 

been restricted to me, Carlton Sanders, Derek Sanders, Alec Sanders, and Corey Sanders. 

No employees other than Corey Sanders were given access to the filing cabinet. 

23. In his position on the Board of Directors for the Company, Alec had access to 

the Company’s financial documents and records (such as tax documents), digital data and 

accounts (such as the Company’s Facebook account and LARA information), as well as 

other proprietary and confidential documents belonging to the Company – such as Company 

recipes for its various meat products, which are the integral to the Company’s business.  

24. In August 2020, a meeting of Plaintiff’s Board and Directors and Defendant 

Corey was held, during which the Board discussed, among other things, the need for Board 

approval on checks or payments made of advanced salary and equipment purchases on 
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behalf of the Company. The Board also notified Corey Sanders that he would not be made 

a shareholder of the Company. 

25. Despite the Board meeting that was held, and the discussions that ensued, on 

November 4, 2020, both Alec Sanders and Corey Sanders issued checks to each other from 

the Company’s account, in the amount of $121,150.00 each. Neither had the authority to do 

so. 

26. Thereafter, on November 16, 2020, unbeknownst to me and the other 

shareholders of the Company at the time, Alec Sanders incorporated Sanders Meat 

Company with the State of Michigan. 

27. On November 19, 2020, Defendant Alec Sanders issued written notice to the 

Company that he resigned his position with the Company. A few days later, on November 

23, 2020, Corey Sanders provided written correspondence of his resignation as well. 

28. It was not until November 2020, that it was discovered that Alec Sanders had 

also filed documents on behalf of the Company with Michigan’s Department of Licensing 

and Regulatory Affairs (“LARA”) misrepresenting that Carlton Sanders was no longer on 

the Company’s Board of Directors, and, instead, naming Corey as a Board member although 

he never was nor has been. 

29. Furthermore, I have been informed by various individuals within the community 

that Alec Sanders and Corey Sanders are planning to begin operations of their competing 

enterprise on a property recently sold, located at 3815 US-10, Ludington, MI 49431 (the 

“Highway 10 Property”) – 8 miles down the road from the Company. 

30. A deed recorded with Mason County on January 12, 2021, reflects that the 

Highway 10 Property was conveyed to Highway 10 Investments, LLC, a Michigan limited 
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